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In a June 10 communique, an organization of family members of political prisoners and the
disappeared (Comite de Madres y Familiares de Presos y Desaparecidos-CODEFAM) asserted
that although there had been a "slight improvement" in the area of human rights since the
signing of the peace accords Jan. 16, 1991, rights violations and abuses of authority persist in El
Salvador. According to the statement, thus far this year there have been 57 assassinations, 19
disappearances and 36 arrests without a warrant. CODEFAM asserted that the government has
repeatedly attempted to disguise what have in fact been politically- motivated assassinations
as part of an increasing wave of violent crime. CODEFAM noted the cases of three young men
whose mutilated corpses were recently found at different points in the capital. The human rights
office of the Catholic Church, Tutela Legal, indicated that the murders were politically motivated.
Next, CODEFAM cited the June 8 murder of four family members near Sensuntepeque, Cabanas
department. Neighbors identified one of the murderers as a member of the armed forces stationed
at the local military base. Next, CODEFAM called for a complete investigation into recent charges
of corruption involving Supreme Court president Mauricio Gutierrez Castro. In his June 14 homily,
Archbishop of San Salvador Arturo Rivera y Damas expressed concern over continued human
rights violations. The prelate said that the June 11 report prepared by the UN observer mission to El
Salvador (ONUSAL) human rights division and submitted to the UN Security Council described the
human rights climate in "overly optimistic" terms. The report indicated that human rights violations
had diminished somewhat since the signing of the accords. Rivera y Damas said, "We cannot
content ourselves with quantitative improvements." He added, "Unfortunately, worrisome acts
including summary executions and abuses of authority have continued." Rivera y Damas concluded,
"while it is undeniable that there have been some advances, we regret the fact that the peace
accords calendar has suffered setbacks and that one cannot clearly forsee that the agreements will
be complied with." In June 15 statements to reporters, Rolando Orellana, director of the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)'s human rights division, lamented the persistence of
human rights violations despite the signing of the peace accords. Orellana expressed concern over
continued "arbitrary and illegal actions against the civilian population." He asserted that since the
signing of the peace accords, over 1,000 persons arrested in connection with common crimes had
been denied their rights as detainees, including the right to an attorney. According to Orellana,
the "culture of institutional violence persists." He said, "The government has not succeeded in
carrying out the necessary measures to stop it" through the mechanisms stipulated in the peace
accords. He said, "Despite the insistence of diverse political and social sectors that the actions
of the death squads be contained, they continue to act with impunity." Orellana asserted that in
addition to military personnel, members of the National Police and municipal police forces were
involved in this "new practice" of violations. He said, "we know that army officials are involved in
assaults, armed robbery and assassinations." He said that most of the cases go uninvestigated and
unpunished. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 06/10/92, 06/14/92, 06/17/92; Notimex, 06/15/92)
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